


In progress: The 300m-long Larut Tunnel near Taiping was penetrated in March and is near ready for commissioning.

Ahead of schedule

Electrified railway line from Ipoh to Padang Besar 57% complete
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ORK on the Electrified
Double Track Project
(EDTP) from Ipoh to

Padang Besar, which started in
2008, is now 57% complete.

The RM12.285bil EDTP project
by MCC-Gamuda Joint Venture
Sdn Bhd, the largest infrastruc-
ture undertaking to-date in the

country, involves bridges, tunnels
and new double track railway
lines traversing over 300km
across four states, Perak, Penang,
Kedah and Perlis.

In the three years, with a total
19 million man hours clocked
without any casualty, MMC-
Gamuda have chalked up some
engineering feats along the way.

Just last week, engineers suc-
cessfully broke through the final

segment of the 3.3km-long Berapit
Tunnel in Padang Rengas,
Taiping.

The event was witnessed by
Transport Minister Datuk Seri
Kong Cho Ha who signed a plaque
to mark the breakthrough.

Once fully completed, it will be
the longest railway tunnel in
South-East Asia with 16 passages
between the two tunnels created
for security and emergency pur-

poses,

Drill and blast work on the 9m-
high and 9m-wide horseshoe-
shaped twin tunnels started in
July 2008 and the breakthrough
was completed last week, ahead
of schedule.

Major challenges faced by the
240 employees, including engi-
neers, technicians and explosive
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About RMIObil in contracts given out

THE impact of the Electrified Double
Track Project has brought much-
needed impetus to the construction
industry with some RM10bil worth
of contracts given out by the main
contractors MMC and Gamuda.

Local contractors from Perak,
Penang, Kedah and Perlis were given
priority for the various sub-contract-
ing jobs of earthworks, dredging,
structural works, systems communi-
cations, electrification and supplying
of construction materials,

The multiplier effect from work
packages and jobs awarded under
the EDTP had and would further
generate an estimated RM25bil
world of downstream economic
activities.

According to executive director of
MMC-Gamuda Joint Venture Sdn
Bhd Datuk Azmi Mat Nor, a total of
600 or 95% of work packages have
been awarded for various stages of

construction which comprises earth-
works piling, structural works, sys
tems and electrification and bridge
works to date,

"Out of the 600 work packages,
380 or 63% were awarded to bumi-
putra contractors. On top of that, of
the total of 353 suppliers, 190 or 53%
were bumiputra companies and
individuals,” Azmi told The Star.

For consultancy work, a total of 44
packages ranging from civil, track,
systems structural and rail were
awarded with a’ total value of
RM110mil

Of the total RM3.6bil worth of
materials and equipment required
for the EDTP, a total of RM3.2bil or
90% of the total project material cost
were used.

“Almost 90% of the materials were
sourced locally except for rails and
equipment systems which are not
available,” said Azmi.
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Azmi: Almost 90% of the materials were sourced locally.






